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Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


The  vital  statistics  reveal  two  matters  which  merit  comment. 
The  estimated  mid-year  population  shows  a decrease  of  810  on  the  1957 
figures  and  is  the  lowest  number  recorded  since  1951  • 


There  were  five  deaths  from  lung  cancer,  the  highest 
figure  so  far  recorded  and  nearly  one  quarter  of  the  total  cancer  deaths* 
The  figure  reflects  the  gradual  and  inexorable  rise  in  such  deaths, 
reflecting  as  it  does  the  large  increase  in  tobacco  smoking,  particularly 
cigarettes.  Since  1939* 


G*B*  Hopkins* 


August*  1959 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SUlJimY  OF  VIT.1L  SimSTIGS. 


Area  in  Acres* 61,  717* 

Population  as  ostimated  by  Registrar  General*..... 12,  670 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1958 J390,  613 

Product  of  Id  rate  at  1st  April,  1958 £ 3^5* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  33/1^58.... 2,958. 


LITE  BIRTHS, 


174. 


Total*  Male. 


Blandford  England  & Administr- 
Female*  Rural*  Wales*  ative  Cty* 


Legitimate 166  73  93 

Illegitimate 8 4 4 15*8  16*4  14*7 


STILL  BJR'HB  ( rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 


Legitimate. . 
II  legit  iriate 


Total 

5 

i 


Male,. 

3 


Female.  Blandford  England 
Rural  A Yfales* 

2 


28 


21.6 


Administr- 

ative Cty. 

17.5 


DEATHS  (All  Causes) 102 

Total  Male.  Female*  Blandford  England  Administra- 

Rural  Cl  Wales*  tive  Cty* 

102  50  52  9,9  11.7  ~ 12*6 

DET-iTHS  (from  Puerperal  causes) 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes* Nil 


BTFANT  MORTALITY  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate..... A3  1 

Illegitimate _ . - 

DE^ITF^  FROM;  - 

Cancer  (all  ages)  including  lung  cancer.  21* 

Measles  (all  ages)* - 

Whooping  cough  (all  ages)* - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 


Deaths  from; 


LUNG  CANCER* 

Year. 

19^ 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 


Number. 

. 5 
. 2 
. 2 
. 4 
. 2 
. 2 


Comparability  Factors;  - 


Bxrths* . • . . 


1.15 


Deaths 


1.23. 


SECTION A 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  COIMDITIONS 


AroEi.* •«»•••••«••••••••••»••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  717 

Population 12,  67O 

(This  represents  a sharp  fall  from  tho  1957  figure,  which  vms  13*480, 
and  is  markedly  lower  than  any  other  yoar  since  1951) 

DEATHS 

302  were  assigned,  yielding  a standardised  rate  of  9»9  Poi?  1,000  which 
is  very  close  to  tho  expected  figure  for  a rural  district, 

BIRTHS 

174  were  assigned,  yielding  a standardised  rate  of  15»8,  a figure 
fairly  close  to  the  county  and  national  rate, 

MLTmilLL  DKITHS. 

There  wore  no  maternal  deaths. 

NDRTALITY. 

The  number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  v/as  4* 


SECTION  3 


PUBLIC  HB/'vITH  lABORATORY 

The  Hjblic  Health  Laboratory  service  at  Dorchester  continues  to  give  the 
district  generous  service.  The  Laboratory  undertakes  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  water,  milk,  ice-creec^  and  other  foods.  It  also 
examines  specimens  for  diagnosis  in  the  case  of  infectious  or  suspected 
infectious  diseases. 

AJIBUK^TCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service  of  the  district  is  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  tho 
Dorset  County  Council,  operating  day  and  night  from  Castleman  House, 
Blandford. 


IIATERI-JITY  AND  CHILD  \nSL?fiRE  SERVICES. 


The  Dorset  County  Council  provide  an  ante-natal  clinic  and  an  Infant 
Y/elfarc  Centre  once  a fortnight.  Those  are  held  at  tho  Rod  Cross  Hall, 
in  Blandford, 

HOHli;  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  County  Homo  Help  Scheme  has  provided  a service  in  Blandford  and 
surrounding  district  and  continues  to  do  excellent  work. 


SECTION  C 

Provalanco  of  and  Goritrol  over  Infectious  and 
Other  Diseases* 

Nhooping  Cough 25 


Measles 50 

Scarlet  fever 31 

Tuberculosis 6 

Dysentery 1 

Pneunonia 18 

Erysipelas 1 


Pood  poisoning 1 

Acute  encephalitis.  2 


135 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  nunber  of  cases  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
was  as  follov/s:- 


Pulmonary  Non -Pu Ino nary 

Males 20  Males 6 

Penales.... 18  Pemales 1 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

In  iige  G-roups_j. 

AGES 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles 

Scarlet  Ery.  Pood  Acute 

fever  Tuberculosis,  Dysentery,  Pneumonia.Sipelas.  Psg.Enceph- 

alitis. 

Under  1. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2. 

3 

4 

1 

3. 

3 

3 

2 3 

if. 

3 

6 

3 1 

1 

1 

ON 

1 

9 

30 

21  1 1 

1 

10-12f 

5 

3 

1 3 

1 

15-24 

3 5 1 

25  and 
Over* 

1 

4 15 

TOTAIfi 

25 

50 

31  6 1 18  1 

1 2 

SECTION  D 

STimSTICAL  TABI^ES, 1938 

Causes  of  Death  Ivlale»  Female*  Total 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other 

3*  Syphilitic  disease* 

4*  Diphtheria 

YiThooping  cough 

6*  Meningococcal  infections* 

7*  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

8*  Measle* 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases*... 


10*  Malignant  neoplasm,  Stomach 1 3 

11*  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 3 

12*  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast - 2 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14*  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms**..  4 6 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16*  Diabetes 1 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 9 11 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina*. 4 8 

19.  Hypertension  vrith  heart  disease*.. 

20.  Other  heart  diseases* 8 8 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease. 2 1 

22*  Influenza 1 

23*  Pneumonia 2 2 

24*  Bronchitis* 2 2 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system - 

26*  Ulcer  of  stanach  and  duodenum 1 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28*  Nephritis  and  nephrosis* 1 1 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30*  I^egnancy,  childbirth, abortion 

31*  Congenital  malformations 1 

32*  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases*..,.  6 8 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 1 

34*  All  other  accidents 1 

35*  Suicide 

36*  Homicide  and  operations  of  war*,.... - 


4 

5 
2 

10 

1 

20 

12 

16 

3 
1 

4 
4 

1 

2 


1 

14. 

1 

1 


T0TAI5 


50 


52 


102 


SECTION E 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIIjlF'  PUBLIC  HEALTH  PISPBCTOR 
FCE  THE  YEilR 1958 


Water  Source. 

Villages  Supplied. 

Properties  Served, 

Population  Served. 

Blandford 

Borough. 

Blandford  St.  Mary. 
Charlton  Marshall. 
Spetisbury. 

Pimperne. 

Langton  Long. 

Whole  - except  for 
few  isolated. 

2300  approximately, 

Shaftesbury 

R.D.C. 

Shroton. 

Stopleton. 

Farrington. 

Whole  - except  for 
few  isolated. 

430  approximately. 

Bryanston 

Borehole. 

(Council 

controlled) 

Bryanston 

Durwc  ston 

Stourpaine. 

Whole  - except  for 
few  isolated. 

1400  approximately. 

Stubhampton. 

Chet tie. 

Farnham. 

Tarrant  Valley. 

IVholo  area  in 
progress  of  being 
connected. 

Eventually 

1800  approximately. 

Milborne. 

Rdiolc  of 

1/intcrborne  Valley. 
Milborne. 

Milton  Abbas. 

Hilton. 

All  properties  - 
Except  a few 
isolated. 

3000  approximately. 

The  Tarrant  Valley  scheme  vTas  completed  during  the  year  and  already  several  villages 
are  connected. 

Two  small  areas  remain  unserved  by  water  mains  - Thornicombe  and  Nest  End,  Spetisbury  - 
both  containing  15  - 20  houses. 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1958  ^ 

The  large  prccentago  of  unsatisfactory  private  estate  samples  taken  (13  unsatisfactory 
to  12  satisfactory)  V7as  duo  to  a series  of  samples  taken  at  a farm  utilising  its  ovra 
well  to  supply  its  dairy  and  cottages.  The  source  of  this  water  had  been  approved 
and  grant-aided  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  after  satisfactory 
sampling.  Advice  was  given  on  methods  to  clean  up  this  supply  but  tov/ards  the  end 
of  the  year  it  was  still  unsatisfactory.  Mains  water  is  available  at  the  farm. 


Classification 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory, 

Unsat i sf ac tory . 

Total. 

Council  ovimed  and  supplying  public 

31 

1 

32 

Private  estate  supplying  public 

12 

13 

25 

Private  estate  supplying  Council  houses 

- 

1 

1 

Private  Wells, 

Other  local  authorities  supplying  through 

30 

30 

Council’s  system 

2 

- 

2 

Public  supplies  not  controlled  by  the  Council. 

8 

- 

8 

HE 

78 

In  addition  to  the  above,  four  chemical  samples 
satisfactory. 

were  taken, 

all  of  which  were 

IKJISAlTCSS  and  compiaints 


The  number  of  complaints  made  during  the  year  remained  much  the  same 
as  previously  but  whereas  there  had  not  been  any  specific  complaints 
regarding  animals  in  1937 > this  year  six  were  made  in  respect  of  them. 

In  a rural  district  these  are  difficult  to  deal  with  in  the  absence  of  byelaws. 

Complaints  were  made  up  as  follows: - 


Housing 18 

Drainage 21 

Infestations. 1 

Keeping  of  animals..  6 

Water. 

Miscellaneous. ......  9 

Discharge  of  oil. . . . ^ 


58 


aiSHElOTION  MD  SliPSRVISION  0?  FOOD  HlMSSS. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  licensed  premises  in  the  district 
now  comply  with  the  I'ood  Hygiene  Regulations  ^ standards.  All  the  village 
shops  now'  comply  with  the  required  minimum  standards  with  two  exceptions. 
Two  bakeries  have  closed  down  as  a direct  result  of  not  wishing  to  comply 
with  the  regulations,  one  bakery  is  still  very  much  sub-standard  despite 
numerous  visits  and  warnings  during  the  past  two  years. 


The  other  bakeries  are  now  in  very  much  better  condition  after 
substantial  Improvements  made  in  each  of  them. 

The  Council  has  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  Pood  Hygiene  standards 
throu^out  the  district,  but  it  still  remains  a great  deal  with  the 
public  to  insist  on  continued  hygienic  handling  of  their  food  stuffs. 


In  all  105  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year, 
mostly  to  those  premises  where  work  was  being,  or  required  to  be, 

carried  out. 

Sixty-five  lbs.  of  beef  sausages  were  the  only  food  condemned  as  unfit 
during  the  year. 

PA0TCRI3S  MD  WORKSHOPS 


It  is  surprising  that  in  a very  rural  district 
under  this  heading.  They  appear  in  most  villages 
an  implement  repair  shop,  a mill  or  even  a bakery, 
is  a complicated  one,  but  appears  in  the  Pactories 
which  the  Council  performs  its  duties. 


so  many  factories  are  listed 
as  either  a garage. 

The  definition  of  factory 
and  Workshops  Acts  under 


Humber  of  Pactories  and  Workshops  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: - 


(a)  With  mechanical  power 54 

fb^  Without  mechanical  power. ". 8 

(c^  Other  premises  coming  within  the  Act. 25 

(d^  Deletions  from  Register  during  the  year. 5 

(e;  Number  of  inspections  made.. 69 

(f1  Number  of  informal  notices 1 

fg^.  Number  of  notices  complied  with... 1 

(h)  Number  of  outworkers  on  Register 0 


The  sewering  of  Milbome  St.  Andrew  and  Milton  Abbas  was  csarried  out 
and  made  available  to  the  public  in  June,  1954»  At  the  end  of  December,  1958. 
the  drainage  of  pronises  in  this  area  remains  very  unsatisfactory  indeed. 

The  Council' s sixteen  pre-war  houses  above  Little  ;:^gland  are  still  on 
bucket  closets,  four  and  a half  years  after  the  sewer  was  installed,  four 
post-war  Council  houses  drained  to  a septic  tfiuik  are  not  connected, 
eighteen  private  houses  remain  unconnected,  including  two  vacant  houses. 

In  all,  therefore,  thirty  eight  houses  are  still  on  bucket  closets,  at  least 
fifty  per  cent  of  them  having  no  kitchen’ sink.  One  house  connected  is  still 
without  a W.O. 

Ministerial  approval  for  this  scheme  was  obtained  mainly  on  the  grounds 
of  the  protection  of  the  Council' s borehole,  but  with  such  a large  number  of 
properties  remaining  as  a possible  source  bf  pollution,  there  can  be  no  grounds 
for  complacency.  ' ^ 

During  the  year  under  review  Milton  Abbey  School  and  seven  houses  were 
connected  to  the  sewer,  thus  removing  one  of  the  potential  sources  of  danger 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  valley.  A very  real  source  of  danger  of  pollution 
remains  in  the  Cafe  at  the  lower  end  of  Milton  Abbas.  This  Cafe  is 
patronised  by  visitors  from  all  over  the  country  and  should  have  been  connected 
at  the  time  the  other  properties  with  septic  tanks  were  connected.  It  still 
uses  a septic  tank  close  to  the  Milbome  Stream. 

RSFOSS  ALID  SALVACS. 


The  Anderson  tip  was  covered  down  with  chalk  and  soil,  a bank  constructed 
with  hedging  and  handed  back  to  the  owner  during  the  year. 

Efforts  to  obtain  a tip  in  the  airea  of  Blandford  Camp  were  abortive. 

The  Camp  is  also  now  on  a fortnightly  collection  as  with  the  remainder  of  the 
district.  Since  early  Sumner  the  Camp  refuse  disposal  arrangements  have  not 
been  at  the  Council's  disposal  so  that  all  refuse  has  now  to  be  taken 
to  the  ¥interborne  Kingston  tip. 

Winterborne  Kingston  tip  will  be  available  for  about  another  five  years, 
but  Y/ith  no  other  worthwhile  tips  in  view,  other  means  of  disposal  may  have  to 
be  considered. 

Few  genuine  complaints  regarding  the  collection  have  been  made  etnd  this 
is  due  in  no  small  way  tothe  continued  cheerfulness  and  willingness  of  the 
Council's  two  workmen,  Messrs.  Hall  and  Johnson.  With  the"  groYrfch  of  the 
collection,  their  work  is  such  that  consideration  sliould  soon  be  given  to  the 
employment  of  an  extra  leader. 

The  salvage  figures  show  a reduction  on  the  amount  sold  in  the  previous 
year  by  £19.  Details  are  as  follows: - 


Waste  paper £203.  0.  6. 

Hags 23.  4*11 

Non-ferrous  metals. .. . 25.  5»  3» 

Scrap’  iron 17 . 0.  0. 


£270.  10.  8 


Romm  coNTRoi 


Thcrc  appears  to  have  been  an  incroaso  in  the  rat  population  during  tho 
year,  although  this  has  not  boon  corroborated  in  adjoining  areas. 

The  number  of  infestations  seems  to  have  increased  but  the  infestations 
are  not  as  heavy  but  rather  light  and  widespread,  which  laalccs  it  more  expensive  and 
difficult  to  deal  with  them. 

An  experiment  in  a change  of  bait  base  from  oatmeal  to  wheatraeal  has  been 
reasonably  successful.  The  new  base  is  much  cheaper  than  tho  oatmeal  but  more 
difficult  to  mix  and  handle*  There  appears  to  bo  a change  of  diet  with  some  rat 
colonies,  as  certain  typos  of  kale  is  being  attacked  by  the  rats.  This  has  had  tho 
effect  of  keeping  tho  rats  in  the  hedgerows. 


Council 

Premises. 

Private 

Premises* 

Business 

Premises* 

Agricultural 

Promises* 

Total 

Total 
liumber  of 

visits  made 

80 

■ 1279 

103 

2^11 

1873 

Total  number  of 
promises  inspected 
(a^  on  complaint* .... 

- 

66 

10 

76 

(b)  on  survey*....*.. 

23 

417 

48 

130 

618 

Number  of  premises 
treated:  - 

Rats* 

6 

343 

7 

61 

217 

Mice 

1 

34 

- 

5 

HOUSEIG 


A.  Number  of  nev7  houses  completed  during  the  year:- 
(1)  By  Local  Authority: - 

(a)  With  State  Assistance  for  rehousing  under  Housing  Act,  1936» 

and  for  overcrowding. 16 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  for  other  purposes. 

(c)  Without  State  Assistance. 


(2)  By  other  persons: - 

fa^  With  State  Assistance 2 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance 24 


B.  Nui]:iber  of  new  houses  commenced  during  the  year  but  not  complGtcds 

(l^  By  Local  Authority  with  State  Assistance.... 

(2)  By  other  persons: 

(a^  With  State  Assistance 

(b)  Without  State  Assistance 10 

BGROVEMT  GRiINTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  improvement 
grants,  except  for  the  Tarrant  Valley  area,  resulting  in  a considerable  drop  in 
tho  number  of  and  amounts  of  grants  made  avaAlablo  to  the  public, 

This  caused  a fair  amount  of  criticise,  from  applicants  vjho  had  to  ibc  informed 
that  grants  had  ceased  and  only  a few  of  these  wore  prepared  to  wait  until  the 
Council  reviovTod  the  matter.  Other  applicants  carried  out  the  wrork  first  and  then 
made  application  for  the  grant,  but  ha.d  to  be  informed  that  grants  were  not  available 
in  those  circumstances* 


HOUSING  (Cont,) 

The  details  for  1958  are  as  under; 


Applications  recoived, A 

Applications  approved. A involving  6 houses. 

Applications  disapproved - 

Amount  allocated £1520 

Housing  units  completed  during 
the  year. 26 


1958 


Nuisances  and  Complaints. 301 

Housing  Acts A3  A 

Food  Premises. 305 

Building  Byelaws 706 

Water  Supplies........ 69 

V/atcr  Samples 89 

Drainage 319 

Refuse  and  Salvage.... 82 

Infectious  Diseases. 23 

Factories  and  Vf orkshops. 53 

Rat^iicc I873 

Dangerous  buildings. 5 

Right  of  V/ay 1 

River  pollution 37 

Sewerage  Schemes 197 

Sewerage  Samples 18 

Petroleum 30 

Infestations.. 3 

Caravans 53 

Miscellaneous 302 

Meetings..... 69 

Planning 37 

Food  Poisoning. 1 

Keeping  of  Animals 28 

Milk  samples 7 

Clean  Air  Act 26 

Old  Persons. 2 


4 
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1 


; 
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